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Every institution of higher education needs a broad base 
of supports, and the Florida A&M University (FAMU) 
College of Law is no exception. The FAMU College of 
Law counts its Board of visitors as one of its strongest 
group of supports. This august team of business, legal, 
government, education and community leaders serves 
as an advisory board to help the law school fulfill its 
goal and objectives.
As we highlight the many accomplishments of the 
students, faculty and administration in this edition of 
the FAMU Lawyer, I want to take this opportunity to 
thank and recognize our Board of Visitors for providing 
linkage between the law school and the community. 
Serving as ambassadors and advocates for the law 
school, members of the Board have help to recruit 
students, raise money, and increase visibility of our 
programs. We truly appreciate their dedicated service 
to the FAMU College of Law. Expect to hear more 
about the Board and its activities in the near future as 
members work with administrators, faculty, students 
and alumni to advance the FAMU College of Law’s 
mission. 
Greetings,
Page 2 - FAMU Lawyer Summer 2011
Standing, left to right: Jéan Wilson, Shareholder, Greenberg 
Traurig, LLP; Vernice Atkins-Bradley, President & CEO, 
Votum Construction LLC; Shawn Robinson, Campus President, 
Hillsborough Community College - Ybor City; Albert 
Tellechea, Holland & Knight, LLP; Michael Broussard, 
Partner, Broussard & Cullen, P.A.; Theotis Bronson, Circuit 
Judge, Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida; Rev. Randolph Bracy, 
Senior Pastor, New Covenant Baptist Church; Reginald McGill, 
Director, Constituent Services, City of Orlando; C. William 
Jennings, Chair-FAMU Board of Trustees; Ronald Rogers, 
Board Chairman-Board of Visitors and President, Ronald 
O. Rogers and Associates, LLC; Paul Snead, Community 
Volunteer; LaVonne Harmon, Attorney, Kerbin & Kerbin, 
PA; Michael Bittman, Shareholder, GrayRobinson, P.A.; 
John Edward Jones, President, John Edward Jones, P.A.; 
Roberta Walton, Senior Aide, Orange County Board of County 
Commision-District 6; Darryl Bloodworth, Shareholder, Dean, 
Mead, Egerton, Bloodworth, Capouano & Bozarth, P.A.; Daniel 
Holsenbeck, Vice President, Government Relations, University 
of Central Florida; Reginald Whitehead, Circuit Judge, 
Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida; and Patrick Christiansen, 
Shareholder, Akerman Senterfitt, LLP. Seated, left to right: 
Melanie Shoemaker Griffin, Associate, Dean, Mead, Egerton, 
Bloodworth, Capouano & Bozarth, P.A.; Linda Landman 
Gonzalez, Vice President Community Relations & Government 
Affairs, The Orlando Magic; Belvin Perry, Jr., Chief Judge, 
Ninth Judicial Circuit of Florida; LeRoy Pernell, Dean, FAMU 
College of Law; Rosalyn Dunlap, Managing Partner, Law 
Offices of Rosalyn Dunlap; and Buddy Dyer, Mayor, City of 
Orlando.
Not pictured: Faye Allen, County Judge, Ninth Judicial 
Circuit of Florida; Margaret Giacalone, Vice President/
Counsel, Walt Disney World Resort; Hubert L. Grimes, 
Circuit Judge, Seventh Judicial Circuit of Florida; Charles 
Hawkins, II, Assistant County Attorney, 
Orange County Government; David Jones, 
Partner, Holland & Knight LLP;  Arthenia 
Joyner, Senator, Florida Senate; Gregory 
Lee, Of Counsel, Baker & Hostetler, LLP; 
Frederick Leonhardt, Chairman of Policy 
Board, GrayRobinson, P.A.; Tico Perez, 
Founding Partner, Perez, Bruce and Jonasen 
LLP; Nicholas Pope, Managing Partner, 
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster, Kantor & Reed, 
P.A.; Evett L. Simmons, Partner, Ruden 
McClosky; Emerson Thompson, Senior  
Judge, Ninth judicial Circuit of Florida 
and Retired Judge, Fifth District Court of 
Appeal; Wilhelmina Tribble, Founder & 
CEO, Lowe Tribble & Associates; Carlos 
Woody, Deputy General Counsel, Orlando 
Utilities Commission; and Tad Yates, 
Partner/Shareholder, Law Offices of Tad A. 
Yates, P.A.
Previous members: Richard Crotty, former 
Orange County Mayor; Eugene Campbell, 
Vice President, Community Relations and 
Minority Business Development, at Walt 
Disney World Resorts; and Ray Gilley, 
former executive director, Metro Orlando 
Economic Development Commission.
College of  Law Board of  Visitors
(Pictured Below)
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Nearly 200 participants convened in Orlando for “New 
Directions in Environmental Justice,” the inaugural 
Environmental Law and Justice Symposium hosted 
jointly by FAMU’s College of Law and Center for 
Environmental Equity and Justice, a division of the 
Environmental Sciences Institute.
The event offered an overview of the latest international, 
national, regional, state and local developments in 
environmental justice, and attracted attendees from 
throughout the state of Florida.
The conference began with remarks by Gwendolyn 
Keyes Fleming, Esq., Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Region 4 administrator.  Fleming 
stressed a holistic approach to environmental justice, a 
process that brings the EPA, the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), the Department of 
Justice (DOJ) and other governmental agencies to the 
table at one time to jointly address and effect change in 
communities.
The symposium included sessions with keynote 
addresses from Beverly Wright, founder and director 
of Deep South Center for Environmental Justice in 
New Orleans; Quentin Pair, Esq., U.S. Department 
of Justice; and Prof. Maxine Burkett, University 
of Hawaii School of Law.  The event also included 
panel discussions on National and International 
Developments in Environmental Justice, Toxic 
Dumping and Brownfields, and Impacts to Indigenous 
Peoples and Wildlife.  Each discussion panel featured 
renowned experts on environmental justice issues 
representing government, academia, public and private 
sectors.
 “Environmental Justice is a topic of particular interest 
to the FAMU College of Law as we seek to continually 
provide assistance to diverse populations, many of 
whom who are impacted by environmental issues 
discussed during the symposium,” said College of Law 
Dean LeRoy Pernell.
In addition to sessions with speakers and panelists, the 
EPA Office of Water and the Office of Enforcement and 
Compliance Assurance collaborated to present students 
from Harvard University and the University of Mary 
Washington for a debate.  The students debated both 
sides of the issue of whether environmental justice 
concerns should be incorporated into the EPA permitting 
process.  At the conclusion of the debate, attendees 
were invited to ask questions and provide feedback 
as to which team’s stance was more compelling.  The 
symposium concluded with an Environmental Justice 
Listening Session where EPA officials heard from local 
environmental justice stakeholders.
“I was very impressed with the quality of the speakers’ 
presentations and pleased with the high turn-out 
for the event,” said FAMU associate law professor 
Randall Abate, who coordinated the symposium.  “The 
success of the event was the product of a rewarding 
and productive collaboration between administrators, 
faculty, staff and the students at the College of Law and 
FAMU’s main campus.”
One highlight of the symposium included a display 
of the Lake Apopka Farmworker Memorial Quilts, 
constructed as a tribute to the lives of now deceased 
farmworkers who worked the muck farms on Lake 
Apopka in Central Florida.  The symposium was 
sponsored by the law firm of Akerman Senterfitt LLP, 
the Environmental and Land Use Law Section of the 
Florida Bar, the Animal Legal Defense Fund, and the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  In addition, articles 
were solicited for the first environmental symposium 
issue of the FAMU Law Review.
Promoting Change in Our Nation’s Communities
Dean LeRoy Pernell 
(left), Gwendolyn 
Keyes Fleming (center) 
Joseph Dillon (3L) 
(right) at the 2010 
FAMU Environmental 
Law and Justice 
Symposium.
2nd Annual 
Environmental Law and Justice Symposium
“Green Justice for All: 
International and Comparative Dimensions of 
Environmental Justice”
November 3-4, 2011
Please visit 
http://law.famu.edu/go.cfm/do/Page.View/pid/223
for additional information
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strong faculty with individuals who are nationally 
and internationally renowned, and highly regarded in 
legal education.  Through their quality teaching, legal 
scholarship and expertise, College of Law faculty 
remain committed to the educational and professional 
growth of the student and the legal community.  Here 
is a partial listing of recent College of Law faculty 
scholarship:
Associate Professor Randall Abate’s article “A Tale 
of Two Carbon Sinks: Can Forest Carbon Management 
Serve as a Framework to Implement Ocean Iron 
Fertilization as a Climate Change Treaty Compliance 
Mechanism?” was published as the lead article in the 
inaugural issue of the Seattle Journal of Environmental 
Law (2011).  His article “REDD, White and Blue: 
Is Proposed U.S. Climate Legislation Adequate to 
Promote a Global Carbon Credits System for Avoided 
Deforestation in a Post-Kyoto Regime?” was published 
in the Tulane Journal of International and Comparative 
Law (2010);
Professor Robert Abrams’ article “Water Federalism 
and the Army Corps of Engineers’ Role in Eastern States 
Water Allocation” was published in the University of 
Arkansas Little Rock Law Review (2009).  Abrams is 
also listed as one of the authors of the law textbook 
Environmental Law and Policy - Nature, Law and 
Society - Fourth Edition (2010);  
 
Assistant Professor Nicola Boothe-Perry’s article 
“Professionalism’s Triple E Query: Is Legal Academia 
Enhancing, Eluding, or Evading Professionalism?” 
was published in Loyola Law Review (2009); 
Associate Professor Patricia Broussard’s article 
“The Importation of Female Genital Mutilation to the 
West: The Cruelest Cut of All,” was published in the 
University of San Francisco Law Review (2010);
Assistant Professor Ann Marie Cavazos’ article 
“The Journey Toward Excellence in Clinical Legal 
Education: Developing, Utilizing and Evaluating 
Methodologies for Determining and Assessing the 
Effectiveness of Student Learning Outcomes,” was 
published as the Lead Article in the Southwestern Law 
Review;
Assistant Professor Jonathan Fineman’s article 
“The Inevitable Demise of the Implied Employment 
Contract” was published in the Berkeley Journal of 
Employment and Labor Law (2009);
Associate Professor William Henslee’s article “Money 
for Nothing and Music for Free? Why the RIAA Should 
Continue to Sue Illegal File-Sharers” was selected 
as the lead article for the John Marshall Review of 
Intellectual Property Law Fall 2009 publication;
Assistant Professor Nise Nekheba’s article “Entre 
Mucha Islas: An Afro-Latina Legal Critic in the 
Paradoxical Age of Obama” was published in the 
William Mitchell Law Raza Journal (2011);
Assistant Professor Shiv Persaud’s article 
“Conceptualizations of Legalese in the Course of Due 
Process, from Arrest to Plea Bargain: the Perspectives 
of Young Disadvantaged Offenders,” was published in 
the North Carolina Central Law Review (2009);
Associate Professor Jennifer Smith published 
“Mortgage Foreclosures, Mortgage Morality, and Main 
Street: What’s Really Happening” St. John’s Journal 
of Civil Rights and Economic Development (2011); 
“Screen, Stabalize & Ship: EMTALA, United States 
Hospitals & Undocumented Immigrants (International 
Patient Dumping)” Houston Journal of Health Law 
and Policy (2010); and “Electronic Discovery and 
the Constitution: Inaccessible Justice” in the Virginia 
Journal of Law and Technology (2011);
Associate Professor Deleso Alford Washington’s 
article “Critical Race Feminist Bioethics: Telling 
Stories in Law School and Medical School in Pursuit 
of ‘Cultural Competency’” was published in the Albany 
Law Review (2009); and
Staff Attorney Ka’Juel Washington published a brief 
article in the ABA Section of Litigation, “An Advocate 
and A Counselor: 5 Tips for the Family Law Attorney” 
(2009).
Building a World-Class Faculty with One Mission
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Orlando recognized three College of Law students 
during its scholarship luncheon in October 2010. 
Second-year law student Percy King, and third-year law 
students Sharlena Williams and Verhonda Williams, 
received the recognition at the Embassy Suites Hotel 
in Downtown Orlando.  The Paul C. Perkins Bar 
Association is named after a Howard University 
Law School graduate who became the first African 
American in the state of Florida to hold a high position 
when named City Prosecutor by then mayor Bob Carr 
in 1965.  Each year the group offers scholarships for 
Black Law Students Association (BLSA) members 
at Orlando area law schools.   Students were able to 
network with a host of local attorneys and members of 
the judiciary during the luncheon where the Honorable 
Emerson R. Thompson, Jr., Judge (Ret.) with the Fifth 
District Court of Appeal, served as keynote speaker.
***
The Hispanic Bar Association of Central Florida 
(HBACF) and the Hispanic Heritage Scholarship Fund 
of Metro Orlando combine their resources annually to 
create a $5,000 scholarship for a local law student. In 
2010 Rattler and then Hispanic American Law Student 
Association (HALSA) President Jessica Gonzalez-
Monge (3L) was selected as the sole law student 
recipient.  HBACF hosted a dinner fundraiser in early 
October for the scholarship, which Dean LeRoy Pernell, 
HALSA’s faculty advisor, Assistant Professor Maritza 
Reyes, and HALSA members attended. This fundraiser 
not only generated funds for the scholarship, but also 
opened the doors for networking between students and 
attorneys.
***
Ty Martin (3L) received one of two national scholarships 
offered by the ABA Forum on Communications Law. 
The scholarship allowed for Martin to attend the 
Forum’s 16th Annual Conference at the Westin Mission 
Hills Resort in Rancho Mirage, California in February 
2011, with all expenses covered. To receive the award, 
Martin submitted a letter of recommendation and 
essay to the ABA Forum on Communications Law, a 
network of lawyers who are involved in the particular 
area of law.  Martin explained that his interest in 
Communications Law was piqued when he worked at 
ABC News in New York City and Washington D.C. 
during the Summer of 2010. 
***
Dorothy Smith (3L) was selected as the recipient of 
a $5,000 Virgil Hawkins Justice Foundation Florida 
First Scholarship.  The mission of the Virgil Hawkins 
Foundation is to help ensure that minority students 
have an opportunity to attend and finance their law 
school education and prepare for the Florida Bar 
examination.
***
College of Law Named Scholarship Recipients for 
2010-11:  Lakia Scott (3L) - Gwendolyn Sawyer 
Cherry Scholarship;  Jill Jones (3L) - Henry Latimer 
Scholarship; Steven Rice (3L) - Jackson Lewis 
Employment and Labor Scholarship; Martez Gordon 
(3L) - Christopher Monts Scholarship; Donnya Banks 
(2L) - Sara Simmons Endowed Scholarship; and 
Zekiah Wright (1L) - Holly Marie Stutz Memorial 
Scholarship
***
Shayan Modarres (3L) and Katrice Peterson (2L) 
were selected as 2010 Black Entertainment and 
Sports Lawyers Association (BESLA) Florida A&M 
University Scholarship recipients.  Founded in 1890, 
BESLA is a professional organization consisting 
of attorneys along with sports and entertainment 
executives of color who provide continuing legal 
education and other support services to assist its 
members who compete in a constantly changing and 
challenging business environment.
Connecting with the Community through Scholarship
Percy King (left), 
Verhonda Williams 
(center) and Sharlena 
Williams (right) at 
the Paul C. Perkins 
Bar Association 
Scholarship Luncheon 
in October 2010.
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The College of Law American Bar Association (ABA) 
National Appellate Advocacy Competition (NAAC) 
Team went undefeated in five rounds of regional 
competition to earn a spot in the national competition. 
The team composed of second-year law students 
Jason Duey and Jenny Liabenow, and third-year law 
student Dominique Young as bailiff, were among 31 
teams representing 20 ABA-approved law schools 
at the regional competition held February 2011 in 
Washington, D.C. The team was coached by Visiting 
Professor Joseph Richard Hurt.
“The outstanding performance of our students in this 
and other competitions is a direct reflection of the 
caliber of our faculty and how seriously we take our 
advocacy training,” said LeRoy Pernell, dean of the 
FAMU College of Law.
The NAAC is one of the largest and most prestigious 
competitions in the nation with 217 teams having 
entered NAAC competition this year. Only 24 teams 
advance from six regional competitions to the national 
competition. Schools represented in the Washington, 
D.C. Regionals included Harvard University, 
Georgetown University, American University, The 
College of William & Mary, and Temple 
University.
***
Vanessa Danley (3L) and Farheen Jahangir 
(2L) represented the College of Law at 
the 8th Annual Animal Law Moot Court 
Competition at Harvard Law School for 
the first time in the school’s history. Of 
the approximately 50 individual advocates 
representing 20 teams from throughout 
the nation, Farheen Jahangir received the 
award for Best Overall Advocate in the 
Competition. 
***
Clifton Dortch (2L) was named Best 
Advocate in the Preliminary Rounds and 
Second Best Advocate Overall in the 
Illinois Bar Appellate Lawyer’s Association 
Moot Court Competition. A total of 11 law 
schools participated in the competition 
including Chapman University, Northern 
Illinois University, Texas Tech University 
and Kent State University.  Dortch was 
recognized with a cash award, certificate 
and a loving cup.
Josie Balzac (3L) and Norda Swaby (3L) competed at 
the North America Atlantic Rounds of the International 
Environmental Moot Court Competition held at 
Stetson University College of Law in January 2011. 
Balzac and Swaby delivered a dominating performance 
throughout the competition and carried a flawless 4-0 
record in the three preliminary rounds and the semi-
final round. Of the approximately 25 individual oralists 
in the competition, Balzac was honored as the Third 
Best Oralist in the competition. 
***
Marisol Andrade (3L), Enkhjil Chaiphum (3L), and 
Natalia Gove (3L) competed at the First Annual Inter-
American Sustainable Development Law Moot Court 
Competition at FGV Law School in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil in March 2011. The competition involved 
20 moot court teams from four countries (Brazil, 
Colombia, Guatemala, and the United States) and 
required the participants to prepare briefs and present 
oral arguments on human rights and sustainable 
development issues before the Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights. The judges selected Gove as Best 
Oralist in the team’s first preliminary round argument 
against a strong team from Georgetown Law School.
Making a Name through Impressive Advocacy Training
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The National Jurist magazine placed the College of 
Law among the top of the Diversity Honor Roll for 
law schools.  Based on 2009 figures, FAMU College 
of Law held a 61.5 percent student minority population 
and a 66.7 percent faculty minority population.  The 
combination resulted in an “A+” mark, shared with 
five additional law schools across the nation.  A partial 
list was published in the March 2011 issue.
“Once again, the unique make-up of our law school is 
being recognized,” said Dean LeRoy Pernell.  “Having 
students and faculty from various backgrounds in our 
classrooms helps to enrich all our law students’ legal 
education experiences.”
The grades for diversity reflect the percent of students 
and faculty who are minorities, modified by how the 
law school compares with its state average for minority 
population.  All law schools were first sorted by a 
calculation that counted percent of minority students 
in 2009 for 66 percent and minority faculty for 33 
percent.  A letter grade was assigned using a modified 
curve, which was improved by two levels if the schools 
minority population was 60 percent higher than the state 
average, and one level if 25 percent higher.  Additional 
criterion was used to improve or lower grades based on 
minority student population.
“We are extremely proud that Florida A&M University’s 
College of Law is able to build such a diverse student 
body,” said Lisa Taylor, assistant dean for admissions. 
“Public Service is an integral part of our mission and 
we believe that FAMU law students should begin 
their legal careers in an environment that reflects the 
diversity of the public that they will one day serve.”
Along with the “A+” grade, the Diversity Honor Roll 
also noted that FAMU College of Law ranked fifth in 
African-American population with 40.6 percent and 
fifth in Hispanic population with 14.7 percent in 2009. 
The College of Law was ranked as the most diverse 
law school in the nation for two years in a row by U.S. 
News & World Report for the 2009-2010 and 2010-
2011 academic years, and consistently ranked in the 
top five since 2007.
Leading the Way Toward a Diverse Community of  Legal Professionals
The College of 
Law has been 
consistently ranked 
in the top five for 
Diversity by U.S. 
News & World 
Report since 2007.
Class Composition (Entering 2010 Class)
Black
44%
Non-Minority
38%
Hispanic
10%
Female
52%
Male
48%
Asian
5%
Native American
3%           or Other
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The College of Law held its Seventh Annual Hooding 
Ceremony in May at the Hilton Orlando.  The event 
drew nearly 3,000 family, friends and special guests of 
the Class of 2011.  The Hooding Ceremony recognized 
more than 160 candidates, including the fall 2010, 
spring 2011 and summer 2011 classes.  Josie Balzac, 
‘11, was recognized as Valedictorian and 34 graduates 
received honors recognition.  United States Senator 
Bill Nelson, who represents Florida while serving on 
the Senate Commerce, Budget, Finance, Intelligence 
and Aging committees, served as keynote speaker.
All College of Law juris doctor degrees are conferred 
in Tallahassee, and graduates may elect to participate in 
commencement exercises with their graduating class. 
The Spring 2011 Commencement Exercises took place 
at the Alfred Lawson, Jr. Multipurpose Center Teaching 
Gymnasium on the main campus in late April.
This two-page spread provides a glimpse of moments 
captured during the Spring 2011 Hooding Ceremony 
and Commencement Exercises.  Additional images 
will be featured in the Fall 2011 Alumni Magazine, 
The Gavel.
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College of Law faculty are well known for their 
scholastic contributions to academia, from book and 
journal publishing, to editorial pieces in national and 
international publications.  In addition, College of 
Law faculty are frequently invited to present at legal 
conferences and workshops targeting their specific 
areas of expertise.
Dedicated to their profession, College of Law faculty 
also make themselves available to local, national and 
international media to provide insight on specific 
cases and inform the general public of legal rights or 
strategies.  Our faculty has discussed topics ranging 
from general issues to complicated legal matters, from 
politics to public school, and from obscure proceedings 
to trials that capture the international spotlight.
One such proceeding is the recent State of Florida v. 
Casey Marie Anthony case that began in May 2011. 
From the moment the defendant was arrested in 2008, 
to her acquittal in June 2011, faculty members at the 
College of Law worked with various media outlets 
to provide expertise in legal proceedings and general 
academic opinion.  Recent examples of College of 
Law faculty contributors during this case are featured 
below.
Professor Lundy Langston made an appearance as a 
legal expert on WOKB 1680 AM to discuss events and 
issues surrounding the verdict of the case.
Assistant Professor Karin Moore was quoted in the 
New York Times, CNN, Reuters, USA Today, Time 
Magazine, People Magazine, Washington Post, 
Boston Herald and in numerous articles nationally and 
internationally through the Associated Press, providing 
insight and opinion on forensic evidence and defense 
strategy.  She also appeared as a guest on the Mitch 
Albom show and on China Today, Beijing.
Dean LeRoy Pernell was featured in local news 
segments discussing the educational benefits for law 
students who follow the proceedings; he also appeared 
as a regular panelist on Central Florida News 13.
Assistant Professor Shiv Persaud appeared as a legal 
expert on WFTV-9 to discuss the possible mind-
set of the jury as they deliberated following closing 
statements; he also made an appearance on FOX-35 
after the trial to discuss the likelihood of potential 
jurors wanting to serve on high-profile cases given the 
public sentiment following the verdict.  Persaud also 
provided comment to The Orlando Sentinel.
Randall Abate, Associate Professor - International Law, Environmental 
Law, Agricultural Law, Land Use Law, Water Law, Privacy Law, 
Constitutional Law
Robert Abrams, Professor - Environmental Law, Agricultural Law, Land 
Use Law, Water Law, Administrative Law, Civil Litigation Procedure
Barbara Bernier, Professor - International Law, International Criminal 
Law, Law and Religion, Property, Race and Law, Real Property, Probate 
and Trust Law, Criminal Procedure, Domestic Violence Law, Women and 
the Law, Privacy Law, Constitutional Law
Timothy Blevins, Legal Methods - Interviewing, Legal Methods, Water 
Law
Nicola Boothe-Perry, Assistant Professor - Juvenile Law, Clinical 
Programs, Professional Responsibility, Civil Litigation Procedure, Tort 
Law, Consumer Law
Patricia Broussard, Associate Professor - Legal Methods, Professional 
Responsibility, Domestic Violence Law, Women and the Law, Privacy Law, 
Tort Law, Constitutional Law
Jeffery Brown, Assistant Professor - General
Joan Bullock, Professor - Professional Responsibility, Contract Law, 
Business Organizations, Consumer Law
Rhoda Pierre Cato, Associate Professor - Juvenile Law, Interviewing, 
Contract Law, Theatre Law, Family Law, Negotiation
Eunice Cassuade-Garcia, Clinical - Clinical Programs, Family Law
Ann Marie Cavazos, Clinical Programs Director & Assistant Professor - 
Clinical Programs, Florida Constitutional Law
Markita Cooper, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs & Professor - 
Employment Law, Employment Discrimination Law, Privacy Law, Tort Law
Kristy D’Angelo-Corker, Legal Methods - Legal Methods
Victoria Dawson, Associate Professor - Legal Methods, Professional 
Responsibility, Tort Law
John Duncan, Associate Professor - International Law, International 
Criminal Law, Law and Literature
Jonathan Fineman, Assistant Professor - Employment Law
Herman “Sparky” Gierke, Distinguished Judicial Lecturer - Trial 
Practice, Federal Courts
William Henslee, Associate Professor - Contract Law, Cyberlaw, 
Entertainment Law, Law and Literature, Sports Law, Theatre Law, 
Intellectual Property, Tort Law
Joseph Richard Hurt, Visiting Professor - Professional Responsibility, 
Constitutional Law 
Alicia Jackson, Director of Academic Success and Bar Preparation - 
Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, Constitutional Law
Darryll Jones, Associate Dean for Faculty Development and Research & 
Professor - Corporate Tax, Federal Income Tax, Partnership Law
John Paul Jones, Professor - Clinical Programs, Interviewing, Mediation, 
Civil Litigation Procedure, Federal Courts, Administrative Law
Thomas Jones, Legal Methods - General
Lundy Langston, Professor - International Criminal Law, Criminal Law, 
Family Law, Domestic Violence Law
Jeremy Levitt, Associate Dean for International Programs & 
Distinguished Professor of International Law - International Law, 
International Criminal Law, Race and Law
Karin Moore, Associate Professor - Clinical Programs, Criminal Law, 
Death Penalty, Evidence Law
Nise Nekheba, Associate Professor - Law and Religion, Property
Keith Neyland, Bar Preparation - General
Rebecca Olavarria, Visiting Legal Methods - General
LeRoy Pernell, Dean & Professor - Juvenile Law, Criminal Procedure
Shiv Persaud, Assistant Professor - Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, 
Administrative Law
Phebe Poydras, Director of Law Library & Assistant Professor - Legal 
Methods
Tshaka Randall, Assistant Professor - Race and Law
Rhonda Reaves, Associate Professor - Property, Race and Law, 
Employment Discrimination Law, Women and the Law
Maritza Reyes, Assistant Professor - Immigration Law
Omar Salem, Professor - Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, Cyberlaw, 
Street Law, Privacy Law
Jennifer Smith, Associate Professor - Conflict of Laws, Clinical 
Programs, Trial Practice, Federal Courts, Evidence Law, Health Law, 
Civil Litigation Procedure
Phyllis Smith, Assistant Professor - Property, Real Property, Probate and 
Trust Law, Federal Income Tax, Gift Tax, Partnership Law
Deleso Alford Washington, Associate Professor - Race and Law, Women 
and the Law
Ka’Juel Washington, Clinical - General
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Dean LeRoy Pernell received Franklin & Marshall 
College’s prestigious Alumni Citation award in June 
2011, in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Part of the Franklin 
& Marshall Society of Distinguished Alumni, recipients 
of the Alumni Citation are distinguished in a particular 
profession, have provided dedicated leadership and 
service in the community, and have established an 
exemplary record of accomplishments in a specific field 
or endeavor.  Pernell, who graduated from Franklin & 
Marshall in 1971, has worked in the legal arena since 
receiving his J.D. from The Ohio State University 
College of Law in 1974.  Since its inception in 1966, 
there have been 51 recipients of the Alumni Citation 
award.  The distinguished list includes Roy Scheider, 
known for his role as Chief Martin Brody in the “Jaws” 
movie franchise; Congressman William H. Gray, III, 
(D) Pennsylvania, 1979-1991; and Vice Admiral James 
A. Zimble, M.D., United States Navy (Retired). 
In March 2011, Dean Pernell provided comments 
during a Thurgood Marshall College Fund (TMCF) 
Press Briefing in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.  The briefing 
was held during the organization’s 12th Annual 
Member Universities Professional Institute (MUPI) 
Conference where the focus was how to counter the 
attack on Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs).  He provided comments on current programs 
and initiatives at the College of Law, discussed why 
HBCUs are relevant today, and presented a historical 
overview of the College of Law.  He also provided 
opening remarks for the Conference and was a 
participant in a session titled “Leadership Summit”. 
The Leadership Summit addressed the major challenges 
facing HBCUs and how TMCF can better assist them 
with finding solutions.
Dean Pernell received a special award for his work 
as an advocate, academician, leader and dean, during 
the Third National People of Color Legal Scholarship 
Conference in 2010, a monumental event which occurs 
only once every five years.
  
Markita Cooper, Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs, published “Justice Carter’s Dissent in Gill v. 
Hearst Publishing Company: Foreshadowing Privacy 
Concerns for an Age of Digital Cameras, Video 
Voyeurism, and Internet Excess” in The Great Dissents 
of the “Lone Dissenter”: Justice Jesse W. Carter’s 
Twenty Tumultuous Years on the California Supreme 
Court (Oppenheimer and Brotsky, 2010).
***
Darryll Jones, Associate Dean for Faculty Research 
and Development, appeared as a legal tax expert on 
segments of CNBC’s Power Lunch Program.  In 
January 2010 he was a panelist on the show addressing 
“The War on Wealth: Taxing Hedgies.”  He appeared 
as a panelist again in April 2010 on a segment “Should 
PE Hedges Pay More?” 
***
Jeremy Levitt,  Associate Dean for International 
Programs and Distinguished Professor of International 
Law, was elected to the American Law Institute (ALI). 
Founded in 1923, the ALI is the leading independent 
organization in the United States producing scholarly 
work to clarify, modernize, and otherwise improve 
the law.  Its mission of law reform is vitally important 
given the challenging problems the U.S. faces today. 
Participation in the Institute’s work allows its members 
the opportunity to influence the development of the 
law in both existing and emerging areas.  There are 
just over 4,000 members of the ALI which includes 
lawyers, judges, and law professors of the highest 
qualification.  The ALI incorporators included Chief 
Justice and former President William Howard Taft, 
future Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes, and former 
Secretary of State Elihu Root.  ALI membership is a 
distinct professional honor.
Dean LeRoy Pernell 
with Johnny C. Taylor, 
TMCF President and 
CEO (left) and Dr. N. 
Joyce Payne, TMCF 
Founder (right) during 
a press conference in 
March 2011.
Building a Legacy for Leadership 
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The Honorable Judge Akua Kuenyehia, International 
Criminal Court (ICC), The Hague, The Netherlands, 
delivered the 2011 Annual Lecture on Human 
Rights and Global Justice in March 2011.  The event 
was sponsored by the College of Law’s Center for 
International Law and Justice (CILJ).
H.E Judge Kuenyehia was nominated by the 
Government of Ghana and elected a judge of the 
International Criminal Court in 2003.  She currently 
serves as President of the Appeals Division.  From 
March 2007 until March 2009, she was the Presiding 
Judge of Pre-Trial Chamber 1.  In March 2003, after 
the inauguration of the judges of the ICC, she was 
elected First Vice-President and was a judge in the Pre-
Trial Division.
***
During the Fall 2010 semester, College of Law students 
Heather Barry, Keith Boykins and Julian Jackson-
Fannin worked with Jim Kallinger, then Florida’s 
Chief Child Advocate with the Governor’s Office of 
Adoption and Child Protection, to compose a proposed 
bill that, if it were to become law, would require parents 
of children in state custody to pay child support to the 
State of Florida.
The law students were participating as legal interns 
with the FAMU Legal Clinic Program supervised 
by adjunct professor Linda Rohrbaugh, clinic law 
instructor Eunice Caussade-Garcia, and clinic director 
and assistant professor Ann Marie Cavazos.
The intent language in the bill states that the purpose 
is to defray some of the costs the State of Florida and 
taxpayers incur with the care and education of children 
in the foster care system.  The proposal supports the 
state’s increased emphasis on adoption and child abuse 
prevention.
“Through this proposal, our law students have once 
again demonstrated the real-world value of blending 
classroom theory with practical experience in our 
legal clinic program,” said LeRoy Pernell, dean of the 
FAMU College of Law.
During the Spring 2011 semester, Representatives 
Bryan Nelson (District 38, Apopka) and Steve Precourt 
(District 41, Apopka) met with the law students 
to discuss the proposed legislation.  The students’ 
presentation to the legislators was the culmination of 
the project about the issue.
“It is always encouraging to meet with students who 
have a keen interest in the legislative process and 
how it can make our communities better. I applaud 
these students’ initiative and commend their program 
and professors,” said Representative Nelson.  The 
Representative noted that the legislation is “intriguing” 
and said there would be additional investigation on the 
proposed topic.
Once a final draft of the proposed bill is agreed upon 
and a legislative sponsor is identified, Florida would be 
the first state to enact this type of legislation requiring 
financial support from the parents to the state in 
dependency cases, if it were to become law.
Promoting Equality and Justice through Practical Education and Action
The Honorable Judge 
Akua Kuenyehia of the 
International Criminal 
Court addresses 
guests during the 2011 
Annual Lecture on 
Human Rights and 
Global Justice.
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College of Law students seek educational and 
legal experiences on a local, state, national, and 
international level, many of them securing highly 
coveted international internships through the Center 
for International Law and Justice (CILJ).  With such 
global exposure and attendance at one of the most 
diverse law schools in the nation, the need to embrace 
the rich diversity in other cultures is fulfilled through 
various active law student organizations.
One such organization is the Asian Pacific American 
Law Student Association (APALSA) which held an 
introduction to the Asian culture during the Spring 
2011 semester.  Nearly 100 faculty, staff and students 
attended the event moderated by second-year student 
Dana Cheng.  Presenters included former U.S. 
Congressional Committee General Counsel Elizabeth 
Duncan, who spoke of her experiences working in 
that capacity.  Additionally, staff, faculty members and 
students who either lived or worked abroad in Asian 
communities discussed the differences between the 
various regions from culture to cuisine to reception of 
Americans.
The 2010-2011 College of Law APALSA organization 
was led by third-year student Jung Sung, who worked 
diligently to see this event to fruition.  Already a 
lawyer in Korea, Sung shared his family and military 
experiences, and expressed the importance of obtaining 
his law degree in the United States. 
A highlight of the event included a recount of 
determination by two APALSA members who survived 
the 8.9 magnitude earthquake and subsequent tsunami 
off the coast of the island country of Japan in March 
2011.  Third-year students Charmaine Neal and Kerene 
Tayloe were participating in a study abroad program 
in as part of Temple University’s Spring Semester in 
Japan, a program offered through the Beasley School of 
Law on Temple University’s Japan Campus in Tokyo. 
Tayloe was one of two law students nationally selected 
as a recipient of a 2010 American Bar Association 
(ABA) Section of the Environment, Energy and 
Resources (SEER) Diversity Fellowship, and was 
featured in the Winter/Spring 2011 Issue of Council 
of Legal Education (CLEO) Edge magazine.  Neal 
served as a senior editorial staff member of the FAMU 
Law Review and Bar Prep research assistant for the 
Academic Success Program at the College of Law.
“FAMU provides many opportunities for students 
to travel and study abroad.  The skills that you learn 
will help you around the world,” Neal said.  The 
students shared photos and anecdotes regarding their 
experiences in Japan to the event attendees.
The students were participating in the program primarily 
to study international intellectual property law.  Both 
students were enrolled in Introduction to Japanese 
Law, International Intellectual Property Licensing, and 
International Contract Drafting.  Additionally, Neal 
was enrolled in International Business Planning, while 
Tayloe was enrolled in International Entertainment 
Law.  Following the disaster, both students completed 
their studies online.
Embracing Differences through Cultural Understanding
Associate Professor 
John Duncan greets 
guests during 
the Asian Pacific 
American Law 
Student Association 
event at the FAMU 
College of Law.
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The College of Law rallied its students just before going 
door-to-door to warn Azalea Park area homeowners 
of loan modification and foreclosure rescue scams, 
by holding a ceremonial acknowledgement of the 
$40,000.00 in funding that supported the launch of the 
legal advocacy and consumer outreach initiative last 
June.
“We are pleased to continue our partnership with 
FAMU College of Law by providing financial support 
to help the Legal Clinic students conduct canvassing 
and other outreach activities in neighborhoods hard hit 
by foreclosures,” said NeighborWorks® Management 
Consultant Marshall Crawford, during the check 
presentation at the Engelwood Neighborhood Center.
Dean Pernell thanked NeighborWorks® and the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), which 
helps to fund NeighborWorks®, for their support of the 
program that allows law students to identify and work 
with residents who are at risk for fraud in the home 
loan industry. “The loan scam alert initiative presents a 
prime opportunity for our law students to gain practical 
experience while fulfilling the law school’s mission of 
serving the underserved,” he said.
Cavazos, who is also an assistant law professor, 
said: “This grant will provide the Legal Clinic with 
additional resources to promote the canvassing events 
to homeowners and to bolster the legal work of our 
clinic students, including foreclosure defense and the 
reporting of loan scams to proper agencies.”
The Orlando Loan Modification Scam Alert campaign 
reaches out to homeowners most at risk of loan 
modification scams, including seniors, Hispanics and 
African Americans. The initiative also receives support 
from the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law, Orlando Neighborhood Improvement Corporation 
and several other community-based organizations. 
During the canvassing event in late March 2011 – 
which was hosted by Antonio “Tony” Ortiz, City of 
Orlando Commissioner for District 2 – law students, 
housing advocates and other community volunteers 
targeted more than 100 homes, handing out flyers and 
doorknockers with warnings about loan modification 
and foreclosure scams. Azalea Park was highlighted 
because of its high foreclosure rate.  Lui Damiani, 
Orange County Commissioner for District 3, also 
supported the event.
Law students in the Housing Clinic and Homelessness 
and Legal Advocacy Clinic were specially trained 
for the canvassing and outreach project. Working 
under the tutelage of a law faculty member to counsel 
homeowners on the best next steps, Housing Clinic 
students will respond to telephone calls and inquiries 
generated from the literature and conversations sparked 
during the canvassing event.
FAMU Legal Clinic students participated in a similar 
canvassing event in the Pine Hills community in June 
2010, during which three families were identified 
as potential loan scam victims. Their cases were 
reported to authorities. Through the grant, Cavazos 
has presented information about the impact of the 
canvassing initiative to housing advocates throughout 
Central and South Florida. 
Beating a Crisis One Neighborhood at a Time
Dean LeRoy Pernell 
accepts a ceremonial 
check from officials 
with NeighborWorks® 
at the Engelwood 
Neighborhood Center 
in Azalea Park.
Page 14 - FAMU Lawyer Summer 2011
PRACTICE
IM
PR
ESSIV
E T
R
A
IN
IN
G
Page 15 - FAMU Lawyer Summer 2011
Scenes from College of  Law 2010-2011 Academic Year
Honorable Belvin 
Perry, Jr., Chief 
Judge, Ninth Judicial 
Circuit, Orlando, 
addresses attendees 
at “The Future s 
Now: 21st Century 
Law Practice” CLE 
Seminar in August 
2010.
Federal Judicial 
Interns:
Julian Jackson-
Fannin (3L) (left to 
right), Jacquelynn 
Jordan (2L), Devin 
Collier (3L), and 
Lekisha Davis (3L).
A group of College 
of Law students 
participated in a 
network luncheon 
event in October 
2010 hosted by 
Greenberg Traurig, 
the sixth-largest 
law firm in the U.S.
New Jersey Nets Head 
Coach Avery Johnson 
addressed College of 
Law students enrolled 
in Associate Professor 
Deleso Alford 
Washington’s  Race 
and Law course in 
March 2011. 
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